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CHAPTER VI.

FESTIVALS.

IN addition to the ordinary worship of gods whose
images are found in a permanent form in the temples
and in the homes, there are certain days on which
important events in their earthly life are commemorated
by festivals, and there are other gods whose worship is
almost entirely limited to the days sacred to them.
Just as events of the Saviour's life are brought to
memory on Christmas Day and Good Friday, so the
Hindus commemorate the birth, etc., of Krishna by
special festivals ; and as we have our saints' days, the
Hindus have gods' days, i.e. special days for the worship
of Lakshmi, Sarasvati, etc. For these festivals an
image is prepared, which is destroyed as soon as the
worship is over. On these days the houses of the well-
to-do Hindus are converted into temples for the time
being.

Opposite the entrance-gate of the house is a platform
erected to receive these images ; whilst the courtyard
in front is made for the spectators. Though ordinarily
no one would enter uninvited, on these occasions all
who come are cordially welcomed. It is an expensive
affair to have one of these celebrations, because amuse-
ments must be provided and guests entertained. In
villages where there are no large family houses, the